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still found a few specimens of the Asiatic
lion, and tiger shooting is, in some parts, at
its best under the fostering care of a native
ruler, while the hardy little ponies of Deccan
breed serve many purposes of sport as well
as warfare.
The position of the native chiefs is also
one of importance, so much so, that in his pro-
posals for Indian reform (1909) Lord Morley
had considered the feasibility of a special
council of Indian princes to meet at irregular
intervals for the purpose of consultation with
the Governor-General. This was only aban-
V
doned on account of certain practical diffi-
culties, but the principle met with considerable
support.
More than one of the chiefs as they stood
before their Prince had the bearing of a born
ruler and the face of a wise one.
The powers of these states, as secured to
them by treaty, are those of administration
and jurisdiction. The right of declaring war
rests with the Imperial Government, but the
chief has the power of raising troops as a con-
tingent to the Imperial Service Corps. This
admirable institution came into being in the
time of Lord Dufferin's rule, and its purpose
was to give our native allies a real share in
the defence of India. Each state maintains
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